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Agenda

▪ COVID-19 State and National Updates
▪ VEKLURY® (remdesivir) Update
▪ ROPA-Update & Clarification
▪ COVID-19 Vaccine Provider Onboarding Reminder 
▪ Q & A



State and National Updates

Kelly Fine

Executive Director | Arizona Pharmacy Association 



Worldwide Cases

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


National Cases

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/85320e2ea5424dfaaa75ae62e5c06e61
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases


Daily confirmed new cases
(3-day moving average)

Arizona

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases-50-states/arizona


Rt

9/2/20: 0.81

9/9/20: 0.92

9/15/20: 1.01

10/21/20: 1.10

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php
https://rt.live/us/AZ


Cases by Day & Age 
Group

48%

14%

15%

11%

11%

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Laboratory Testing

Date Total %
Positive

PCR %
Positive

Sero %
Positive 

6/17/20 7.1% 8.7% 3.1%

6/24/20 8.6% 10.5% 3.0%

7/1/20 9.9% 12% 3.2%

7/8/20 11.3% 13.6 3.4%

7/15/20 11.9% 14.2% 3.7%

7/22/20 12.4% 14.6% 4.4%

7/29/20 12.7% 14.6% 4.9%

8/5/20 12.6% 14.4% 5.3%

8/11/20 12.4% 13.9% 5.7%

9/1/20 11.5% 12.6% 6.4%

9/8/20 11.2% 12.2% 6.5%

9/15/20 11% 11.9% 6.6%

10/20/20 9.9% 10.4% 6.9%

10/27/20 9.7% 10.2% 7%

PCR Positivity %

6/28/20 = 21%

7/5/20 = 19%

7/12/20 = 16%

7/19/20 = 12%

7/26/20 = 10%

8/2/20 = 8%

8/9/20: 6%

8/23/20-10/4/20: 4%

10/11/20: 5%

10/18/20: 6%

10/25/20: 8%

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Hospitalizations & Ventilator Use
INPATIENT BEDS IN USE

Date Total (in use %) # COVID

6/15/20 6,231 (81%) 1,506

6/22/20 6,469 (83%) 2,136

6/29/20 6,488 (85%) 2,793

7/6/20 6,472 (82%) 3,356

7/13/20 6,721 (85%) 3,517

7/20/20 6,636 (83% 3041

7/27/20 6,386 (81%) 2564

8/3/20 6,487 (81%) 2024

8/11/20 6,476 (81%) 1469

8/31/20 6435 (81%) 729

9/7/20 6300 (79%) 657

9/14/20 6352 (80%) 550 

10/19/20 7175 (83%) 777

10/26/20 7278 (85%) 861

ICU BEDS IN USE

Date Total (in use%) # COVID 

6/15/20 1,307 (80%) 502

6/22/20 1,412 (84%) 614

6/29/20 1,435 (86%) 683

7/6/20 1,481 (90%) 869

7/13/20 1,498 (88%) 970

7/20/20 1,448 (85%) 865

7/27/20 1,433 (84%) 814

8/3/20 1443 (83%) 638

8/11/20 1378 (80%) 510

8/31/20 1289 (77%) 253

9/7/20 1265 (76%) 212

9/14/20 1294 (78%) 138

10/19/20 1355 (81%) 170

10/26/20 1377 (83%) 187

VENTILATORS IN USE

Date Total (in use%) # COVID

6/15/20 707 (38%) 340

6/22/20 716 (41%) 386

6/29/20 773 (45%) 455

7/6/20 895 (51%) 544

7/15/200 996 (52%) 674

7/20/20 952 (49%) 608

7/27/20 920 (47%) 574

8/3/20 795 (41%) 474

8/11/20 679 (36%) 346

8/31/20 556 (30%) 150

9/7/20 541 (29%) 112

9/14/20 460 (25%) 76

10/19/20 463 (25%) 91

10/26/20 524 (29%) 100



FDA Waives Some Track and Trace Requirements 

▪ The FDA announced it will delay enforcement of certain provisions of the 
Drug Supply Chain Security Act (DSCSA) until November 2023 due to the 
pandemic. 

▪ The FDA will not enforce that dispensers (i.e., pharmacies) must 
investigate product identifiers on suspect and illegitimate product. 

▪ The FDA is also delaying enforcement of the distributor verification 
requirement for saleable returned product. Both were scheduled to take 
effect next month.

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-23524.pdf


HHS Partners with CVS and Walgreens to Provide 
COVID-19 Vaccine to Long-Term Care Facilities

▪ HHS and DOD announced a CDC partnership with CVS and Walgreens to 
provide vaccine services in nursing homes and assisted living once a COVID-
19 vaccine has been approved and authorized. 

▪ Facilities can partner with CVS, Walgreens, or existing LTC pharmacy and 
indicate what that is. The program is not limited to CVS and Walgreens. 

▪ Facilities need to sign up between October 19th-November 6th and indicate 
their pharmacy preference through the NHSN portal. Assisted living facilities 
will indicate their pharmacy preference through an online sign-up form. 

▪ FAQ

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/10/16/trump-aministration-partners-cvs-walgreens-provide-covid-19-vaccine-protect-vulnerable-americans-long-term-care-facilities-nationwide.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/index.html
https://airc.cdc.gov/surveys/?s=R3TYTJDAW4
https://leadingage.org/sites/default/files/FAQ%20-%20Pharmacy%20Partnership%20for%20LTC%20Program.pdf


CDC Expands Definition of Close Contacts

▪ CDC revised how it defines "close contact" in relation to how 
people can contract the novel coronavirus. 

▪ CDC previously defined close contact as someone who spends 
15 minutes or more time within 6 feet of an infectious person. 

▪ The agency now says it is someone who spends a cumulative 
15 minutes or more within 6 feet of someone who was 
infectious over 24 hours. This indicates that the time spent 
does not have to be consecutive. 

CLICK HERE

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6943e1.htm?s_cid=mm6943e1_w


Pharmacists MUST have an NPI Number

https://nppes.cms.hhs.gov/#/
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/NPI-What-You-Need-To-Know.pdf


VaccineFinder

https://www.vaccinefinder.org/


HHS Order #1

16
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/19/hhs-expands-access-childhood-vaccines-during-

covid-19-pandemic.html

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/19/hhs-expands-access-childhood-vaccines-during-covid-19-pandemic.html


HHS Order #2

17

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/09/trump-administration-takes-action-to-expand-
access-to-covid-19-vaccines.html

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/09/09/trump-administration-takes-action-to-expand-access-to-covid-19-vaccines.html


HHS Order #3

18

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/10/21/
trump-administration-takes-action-further-
expand-access-vaccines-covid-19-tests.html

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/10/21/trump-administration-takes-action-further-expand-access-vaccines-covid-19-tests.html






Resources

Well-Child Visit Templates: A Task Force on Pharmacist Engagement 

in State-Based COVID Vaccination comprising APhA, NASPA, and 

NCPA and state pharmacy association executives developed three tools 

for use by pharmacists to satisfy the requirement under the HHS 

Amendments authorizing pharmacists to administer childhood and 

COVID-19 vaccines. 

▪ Well-Child Visit Brochure (PDF)

▪ Template Referral Form Well-Child Visit (Word)

▪ Well-Child Checkup Letter (Word)

*NEW* 

AzPA Vaccine Administration 
Training Program for 

Technicians.

Live and On-demand program! 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pharmacist.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Faudience%2FWell-ChildVisitBrochureFINAL.pdf&data=02%7C01%7CIBernstein%40aphanet.org%7C93ab0f51005a435036c908d855762029%7C6577def6f03f4adba697e1535f172506%7C1%7C0%7C637353313131848373&sdata=NUHZJXeSzINExeSftAgrbLmL39qE7XY0dtfPHgPhyRU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pharmacist.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Faudience%2FTemplateReferralFormWell-ChildVisitAug202020FINAL.docx&data=02%7C01%7CIBernstein%40aphanet.org%7C93ab0f51005a435036c908d855762029%7C6577def6f03f4adba697e1535f172506%7C1%7C0%7C637353313131848373&sdata=%2FIFqrtT0SM5TLNjCpQK%2F5W5tUvLQcRZceKtd4BvlQfs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pharmacist.com%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Faudience%2FWell-ChildCheckupLetterAug192020FINAL.docx&data=02%7C01%7CIBernstein%40aphanet.org%7C93ab0f51005a435036c908d855762029%7C6577def6f03f4adba697e1535f172506%7C1%7C0%7C637353313131858369&sdata=NTTJ%2FcppzU6Z6Li6s54ajYPIqSuY0T4mr6XOzBztMSo%3D&reserved=0
https://www.lecturepanda.com/a/PediatricVaccineRefresher
https://azpharmacy.org/immunization-certificate-program/
https://azpharmacy.org/cpr/




VEKLURY® (remdesivir) 

Dawn Dynak

Associate Director, National Accounts - Strategic 
Accounts West (AZ, CA, NV)

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

Betty Chan PharmD, AAHIVE, BCGP 

Principal Medical Scientist

Gilead Sciences, Inc.

FDA approves first treatment for COVID-19

Package Insert Product Information

https://www.gilead.com/-/media/files/pdfs/medicines/covid-19/veklury/veklury_pi.pdf
https://www.vekluryhcp.com/downloads/information_for_payer_and_trade_organizations.pdf


ROPA- (Referring, Ordering, 
Prescribing and Attending) 

UPDATE



ROPA- (Referring, Ordering, Prescribing and 
Attending) 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) and the 21st Century 
Cures Act (Cures) require that all health care providers who provide services to, 
order (refer), prescribe, or certify health care services for AHCCCS members 
must be enrolled as an AHCCCS provider.
▪ Until these Acts passed, referring, ordering, prescribing and attending 

providers were required to obtain a National Provider Identifiers (NPI’s) but 
were not required to be enrolled as an AHCCCS provider.

▪ After Jan. 1, 2021 claims which include referring, ordering, prescribing or 
attending providers who are not enrolled with AHCCCS will not be 
reimbursed.

CLICK HERE

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-111publ148/pdf/PLAW-111publ148.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-114publ255/pdf/PLAW-114publ255.pdf
https://www.azahcccs.gov/PlansProviders/NewProviders/ROPA.html


ROPA-Continued

▪ AHCCCS informed us that pharmacists do NOT have to register with AHCCCS as 
providers as we discussed on the call. They have created an exception process and are 
in the process of gathering immunization trained pharmacist’s NPI’s, State Board of 
Pharmacy license numbers, and necessary demographic information.

▪ If you work for Fry’s, Safeway/Albertsons, Walgreens, CVS, Walmart, Bashas, or 
Costco: your company will be working directly with AHCCCS to provide this 
information on your behalf therefore you do not need to do anything. 

▪ If you are an immunization trained pharmacist (or will be before January 1, 2021) 
that works for another pharmacy who plans to offer vaccines to AHCCCS members 
please fill out this survey and I will submit the information to AHCCCS to follow-up 
on.

CLICK HERE TO COMPLETE SURVEY

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=3TstlTsMRUWTJnmVMHmemJBPK41IObZJnBjRTG1tD2JUN0lLMkdXVVhQV0lKNDVRTk5KU05DTUhVVy4u


COVID-19 Provider Onboarding



Every pharmacy that wants 

vaccine from the state 

allocation needs to complete 

the Pandemic Provider 

Onboarding Form. 

You do not have to be a VFC 

provider to order COVID 

vaccine but will require many 

of the same requirements. 

CLICK HERE

https://redcapaipo.azdhs.gov/surveys/?s=DY8CA9LMJ8


Pandemic Provider Onboarding Cont… 



https://aipo.myabsorb.com/#/signup-form

All COVID-19 vaccine providers 

need to complete this training

https://aipo.myabsorb.com/#/signup-form


Questions?


