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Agenda

▪ COVID update

▪ Q & A

▪ AHCCCS Childhood Flu Vaccine Administration

▪ Vaccine Hesitancy 

▪ Q & A



State and National Updates

Kelly Fine

Executive Director | Arizona Pharmacy Association 



Worldwide Cases

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


National Cases

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases


Daily confirmed new cases (3-day moving average)

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases-50-states/arizona


https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php
https://rt.live/us/AZ


Laboratory Testing

Date Total %
Positive

PCR %
Positive

Sero %
Positive 

6/17/20 7.1% 8.7% 3.1%

6/24/20 8.6% 10.5% 3.0%

7/1/20 9.9% 12% 3.2%

7/8/20 11.3% 13.6 3.4%

7/15/20 11.9% 14.2% 3.7%

7/22/20 12.4% 14.6% 4.4%

7/29/20 12.7% 14.6% 4.9%

8/5/20 12.6% 14.4% 5.3%

8/11/20 12.4% 13.9% 5.7%

9/1/20 11.5% 12.6% 6.4%

9/8/20 11.2% 12.2% 6.5%

PCR Positivity %

6/28/20 = 21%

7/5/20 = 19%

7/12/20 = 16%

7/19/20 = 12%

7/26/20 = 10%

8/2/20 = 8%

8/9/20: 6%

8/23/20: 4%

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Hospitalizations

INPATIENT BED USE

Date Total 
(in use %)

# 
COVID

6/15/20 6,231 (81%) 1,506

6/22/20 6,469 (83%) 2,136

6/29/20 6,488 (85%) 2,793

7/6/20 6,472 (82%) 3,356

7/13/20 6,721 (85%) 3,517

7/20/20 6,636 (83% 3041

7/27/20 6,386 (81%) 2564

8/3/20 6,487 (81%) 2024

8/11/20 6,476 (81%) 1469

8/31/20 6435 (81%) 729

9/7/20 6300 (79%) 657

ICU BED USE

Date Total ICU 
(in use%)

# 
COVID 

6/15/20 1,307 (80%) 502

6/22/20 1,412 (84%) 614

6/29/20 1,435 (86%) 683

7/6/20 1,481 (90%) 869

7/13/20 1,498 (88%) 970

7/20/20 1,448 (85%) 865

7/27/20 1,433 (84%) 814

8/3/20 1443 (83%) 638

8/11/20 1378 (80%) 510

8/31/20 1289 (77%) 253

9/7/20 1265 (76%) 212

VENTILATORS IN USE

Date Total Vents. 
(in use%)

# 
COVID

6/15/20 707 (38%) 340

6/22/20 716 (41%) 386

6/29/20 773 (45%) 455

7/6/20 895 (51%) 544

7/15/200 996 (52%) 674

7/20/20 952 (49%) 608

7/27/20 920 (47%) 574

8/3/20 795 (41%) 474

8/11/20 679 (36%) 346

8/31/20 556 (30%) 150

9/7/20 541 (29%) 112



ADHS School Benchmarks

8/27/20: 3/15 counties were ranked minimal

9/3/20: 10/15 counties are ranked minimal

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-safely-return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf


ADHS Phased 
Reopening-Businesses

Category Counties

Substantial Gila, Graham, Yuma

Moderate Apache, Cochise, Coconino,, Maricopa, 

Mohave, Navajo, Pima, Pinal, Santa 

Cruz, Yavapai

Minimal Greenlee, La Paz

https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/08/arizona-department-health-services-phased-reopening-plan-paused-industries


LTCF-Visitor Restrictions 

ADHS COVID-19 Guidance for 

Visitation at Congregate Settings for 

Vulnerable Adults and Children

CMS Nursing Home Reopening 

Recommendations for State and 

Local Officials

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/community/congregate-visitation.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-30-nh.pdf-0


Maricopa County Serosurvey

▪ From September 12-20, 2020 public health teams from the Maricopa County Department 
of Public Health and Arizona State University will visit randomly selected homes in 
Maricopa County to invite residents to participate in a serosurvey, which includes 
questions about their health and giving a sample for an antibody test.

▪ Your participation will play an important role in helping public health know how many 
people in Maricopa County have been infected with COVID-19 and how many people 
need to get vaccinated so we can relax social distancing and mask requirements and get 
back to a more normal existence.

▪ Participation is voluntary and everything in the program, including testing, is FREE. No 
personal or identifying information will be shared outside of public health and all samples 
and identifying information will be destroyed after the investigation is over.

https://www.maricopa.gov/5607/COVID-19-Serosurvey






Roche Receives U.S. Emergency Approval For 
Coronavirus vs. Flu Test

▪ September 3rd: Drugmaker Roche received Emergency Use 
Authorization from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
for a test to quickly detect whether a patient has SARS-CoV-
2 or one of two forms of influenza

CLICK HERE

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-roche-hldg/roche-receives-u-s-emergency-approval-for-coronavirus-vs-flu-test-idUSKBN25V0L6


Evidence Grows For Steroids Use in Severe COVID-19

▪ Critically ill COVID-19 patients appear to benefit substantially from treatment with 
systemic corticosteroids. 

▪ The work included seven randomized controlled trials populated by 1,703 critically ill 
individuals with suspected or confirmed infection. 
▪ Participants were divided into two arms, with 678 receiving corticosteroids and 1,025 

receiving standard care or placebo. 
▪ A total of 222 people in the intervention group died within 28 days vs. 425 in the control 

group, for a 34% lower mortality rate with corticosteroids. 

▪ Based on the findings, WHO released Living Guidance on corticosteroids for COVID-
19 on the same day the study was published in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association. 

http://messaging.aphanet.org/c/127bpcnaQV7hF2V6MSLA1eXJkRRR
http://messaging.aphanet.org/c/127bpdKOMac99AIJQvsCOZmiAA1a


Drug Companies Issue Joint Pledge on Vaccine 
Safety

▪ Nine pharmaceutical companies issued a  joint pledge seeking 
to reassure the public about the safety and efficacy of their 
potential vaccines for coronavirus.
▪ AstraZeneca, BioNTech, GlaxoSmithKline, Johnson & Johnson, Merck, 

Moderna, Novavax, Pfizer, and Sanofi 

▪ The joint pledge states that the companies will not seek Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) approval for their vaccines until 
a rigorous phase 3 clinical trial shows that it is safe and that it 
works.

http://www.news.sanofi.us/2020-09-08-Biopharma-leaders-unite-to-stand-with-science


COVID-19 Vaccine



COVID Planning Scenarios

▪ Limited COVID-19 vaccine may be available by early November 2020 but will 
increase substantially in 2021.

▪ Vaccines with either be approved as licensed vaccines or authorized for use under 
an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) issued by the FDA.

▪ Cold chain storage will range from refrigerated (2°to 8°C) to frozen (-20°C) to ultra-
cold (-60°to -80°C).

▪ There may be several presentations of vaccine (5-7).

▪ If someone is given vaccine A, they must receive a second dose of vaccine A. No 
mixing of presentations.

NEED ACCESS TO ASIIS



Vaccine Allocation

▪ Early planning scenarios are indicating that the focus of the initial COVID-19 
vaccination will likely be: 
▪ Healthcare workers
▪ Critical workforce that provides health and maintains essential functions of society
▪ Staff and residents in long-term care and assisted living facilities 

▪ CDC may exclusively use their app for ordering when initial doses are limited
▪ CDC App would be used to onboard first to be vaccinated, set appointments and 

report to CDC then to ASIIS through the IMZ Gateway.
▪ ASIIS and Immunization Gateway will be used for ordering when vaccine doses are 

more widely available.

This information is subject to change! 

https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19


Vaccine Distribution & Dose Accountability

▪ CDC distributor is expected to direct ship vaccine and ancillary supply kits 
to providers based on state allocation and ordering.

▪ ASIIS will be used as primary system to track administration and dose 
accountability. 
▪ This is different than back end reporting of vaccines administered-more 

details will be coming

▪ It’s highly likely that 2-doses will be required (21-28 days apart) and 
products cannot be mixed, so patient reminder/recall programs will be 
important.



COVID Vaccine

Be prepared to: 

▪ Identify essential workers based on the 
pandemic influenza planning 
framework. CLICK HERE

▪ Order vaccine through a platform 
identified by ADHS 

▪ Be able to vaccinate your own essential 
workers according to guidance from 
ADHS  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/national-strategy/planning-guidance/pandemic-severities-tier-1.html


AZ: Pandemic Provider Onboarding Tool
**If you work for 

retailer/chain talk to your 

supervisor first**

I am researching the process and 

will present information once I clarify 

pharmacy requirements. 

Every pharmacy who wants vaccine 

will need to complete the Pandemic 

Provider Onboarding survey for 

each location. 

Training is also available. 



Additional Resources

▪ CDC Vaccination Guidance During a Pandemic

▪ CDC Guidance for Planning Vaccination Clinics

▪ Arizona Pandemic Influenza Response Plan (May 2019)

▪ NGA Memo on Considerations for COVID-19 Distribution and Mass 
Vaccination (August 2020)

▪ NY Times Coronavirus Vaccine Tracker

▪ COVID-19 Clinical Studies

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fflu%2Fprofessionals%2Fvaccination%2Fvax_clinic.htm
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/emergency-preparedness/pandemic-flu/az-pandemic-influenza-response-plan.pdf
https://www.nga.org/memos/covid-19-vaccine-considerations-mass-distribution/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/science/coronavirus-vaccine-tracker.html
https://www.coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org/


Questions | COVID-19



Immunization Update

Kelly Fine | CEO- Arizona Pharmacy Association 



HHS Order



Well Child Templates

Letter

Brochure

Referral Form 



AHCCCS Flu Plan

▪ Pharmacies will NOT have to enroll in VFC to administer Flu 
Vaccine to AHCCCS members.

▪ You will bill the MCO’s as you currently do for adult vaccines 
once the updates have been made. 

▪ NOTE: AzPA will be working with interested pharmacies to 
enroll in VFC for non-flu vaccines. If interested, please contact 
Kelly.



VaccineFinder and MedFinder

▪ VaccineFinder: Participating pharmacies can update supply estimates for 
routine adult and child vaccines, and any travel vaccines that they carry. 

▪ MedFinder: Participating pharmacies can update their antiviral drug supply.
▪ Pharmacy entities with multiple practice sites are able to combine data for 

all their sites into one CSV file and upload onto the Locating Health provider 
portal. 

▪ Questions: locatinghealth@healthmap.org
▪ Training: September 16, 2020 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM ET

▪ Register in advance: CLICK HERE

mailto:locatinghealth@healthmap.org
https://bostonchildrens.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nJ8HciBgQqSStVIu16G8fA


Vaccine Hesitancy

Jennifer Davis | Medical Science Liaison-Sanofi US



General Announcements



APPLY AT:

https://azpharmacy.org/mcp/

https://azpharmacy.org/mcp/


▪ Starting July 1, 2020, per changes directed by the Arizona Department of Health 
Services, ALL eligible clients enrolled with ASHLine will be referred to their 
community pharmacy for a 2-week NRT starter kit from their preferred pharmacy. 
Please read this information carefully to avoid workflow disruptions and delays in 
getting the NRT to ASHLine clients who are ready to quit. 

https://azpharmacy.org/ashline-nrt-fulfillment-program/


September 

24th

Virtual PGY1 Residency Showcase
October 13-15, 2020

https://azpharmacy.org/events/annual-convention-2020/
https://azpharmacy.org/cardio-cert-prog/
https://azpharmacy.org/pmcp/


Questions | Immunizations


