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Agenda

▪ COVID update

▪ Q & A

▪ HHS order, Governors press conference

▪ Influenza vaccine preparations

▪ Pediatric administration considerations and tips

▪ Q & A



State and National Updates

Kelly Fine

Executive Director | Arizona Pharmacy Association 



Worldwide Cases

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


National Cases



Daily confirmed new cases (3-day moving average)

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases-50-states/arizona


https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Laboratory Testing

Date Total %
Positive

PCR %
Positive

Sero %
Positive 

6/17/20 7.1% 8.7% 3.1%

6/24/20 8.6% 10.5% 3.0%

7/1/20 9.9% 12% 3.2%

7/8/20 11.3% 13.6 3.4%

7/15/20 11.9% 14.2% 3.7%

7/22/20 12.4% 14.6% 4.4%

7/29/20 12.7% 14.6% 4.9%

8/5/20 12.6% 14.4% 5.3%

8/11/20 12.4% 13.9% 5.7%

9/1/20 11.5% 12.6% 6.4%

PCR Positivity %

6/28/20 = 21%

7/5/20 = 19%

7/12/20 = 16%

7/19/20 = 12%

7/26/20 = 10%

8/2/20 = 8%

8/9/20: 6%

8/23/20: 5%

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Hospitalizations

INPATIENT BED USE

Date Total 
(in use %)

# 
COVID

6/15/20 6,231 (81%) 1,506

6/22/20 6,469 (83%) 2,136

6/29/20 6,488 (85%) 2,793

7/6/20 6,472 (82%) 3,356

7/13/20 6,721 (85%) 3,517

7/20/20 6,636 (83% 3041

7/27/20 6,386 (81%) 2564

8/3/20 6,487 (81%) 2024

8/11/20 6,323 (79%) 1574

8/31/20 5706 (72%) 729

ICU BED USE

Date Total ICU 
(in use%)

# 
COVID 

6/15/20 1,307 (80%) 502

6/22/20 1,412 (84%) 614

6/29/20 1,435 (86%) 683

7/6/20 1,481 (90%) 869

7/13/20 1,498 (88%) 970

7/20/20 1,448 (85%) 865

7/27/20 1,433 (84%) 814

8/3/20 1443 (83% 638

8/11/20 1367 (79%) 510

8/31/20 1036 (62% 253

VENTILATORS IN USE

Date Total Vents. 
(in use%)

# 
COVID

6/15/20 707 (38%) 340

6/22/20 716 (41%) 386

6/29/20 773 (45%) 455

7/6/20 895 (51%) 544

7/15/200 996 (52%) 674

7/20/20 952 (49%) 608

7/27/20 920 (47%) 574

8/3/20 795 (41%) 474

8/11/20 679 (36%) 346

8/31/20 556 (30%) 150



ADHS School Benchmarks

Updated 8/27/20

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-safely-return-to-in-person-instruction.pdf


ADHS Phased 
Reopening-Businesses

Category Counties

Substantial Gila, Graham, Mohave, Pinal, Santa 

Cruz, Yuma

Moderate Apache, Cochise, Coconino, La Paz, 

Maricopa, Navajo, Pima, Yavapai

Minimal Greenlee

https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/08/arizona-department-health-services-phased-reopening-plan-paused-industries


LTCF-Visitor Restrictions 



New COVID-19 test 

▪ On Aug. 26, the FDA authorized a new point-of-care antigen test that 
does not require an analyzer. (~$5)

▪ The Abbott BinaxNOW test utilizes a nasal swab sample and delivers 
results in 15 minutes.

▪ According to FDA, the Abbott test correctly identifies patients with SARS-CoV-2 
97.1% of the time and people without the virus 98.5% of the time.

▪ Includes mobile app, called NAVICA™, which works like a secure digital "boarding 
pass" that can be scanned to enter organizations and other places where people 
gather. 

https://www.abbott.com/BinaxNOW-Test-NAVICA-App.html


FDA Announces Advisory Committee Meeting to 
Discuss COVID-19 Vaccines

▪ August 28th: The U.S. Food and Drug Administration announced that a public 
meeting of the Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee to 
discuss the general matter of the development, authorization, and/or licensure of 
vaccines indicated to prevent COVID-19.

▪ The meeting will be held on Oct. 22, 2020, from 10:00 a.m. ET to 5:00 p.m. ET via 
webcast. The FDA intends to make background material available to the public, 
including the meeting agenda and Committee roster, no later than two business 
days before the meeting.

https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-october-22-2020-meeting-announcement


FDA Broadens EUA for Veklury (remdesivir) to 
Include all Hospitalized Patients for Treatment of 
COVID-19

▪ August 28th: U.S. Food and Drug Administration broadened the scope of the existing 
emergency use authorization (EUA) for the drug Veklury (remdesivir) to include 
treatment of all hospitalized adult and pediatric patients with suspected or 
laboratory-confirmed COVID-19, irrespective of their severity of disease. 

▪ Important information about using Veklury in treating COVID-19 is available in fact 
sheets to health care providers and patients, which include dosing instructions, 
potential side effects and drug interactions. 

CLICK HERE

https://www.fda.gov/media/137566/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/137565/download
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-broadens-emergency-use-authorization-veklury-remdesivir-include-all-hospitalized


CDC: Considerations for COVID-19 Diagnostic 
(Molecular or Antigen) Testing

If you have symptoms of COVID-19:
▪ If your symptoms are mild: 

▪ Your health care provider (MD, NP, pharmacist, etc.) may advise a COVID-19 test.
▪ If you test positive for COVID-19 or do not get tested, you should self-isolate for at least 

10 days after symptom onset and at least 24 hours after the resolution of any fever
▪ If you live with a vulnerable individual, they should be tested.

▪ If your symptoms are severe or become severe:
▪ You should contact your health care provider immediately or seek emergency care.

If you take a test and test positive, you do not need to repeat a test- Follow isolation 
guidelines before return to normal activities. 

CLICK HERE

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html


CDC: Considerations for COVID-19 Diagnostic 
(Molecular or Antigen) Testing

If you have been in close contact (within 6 feet) of a person with a COVID-19 
infection for at least 15 minutes but do NOT have symptoms:
▪ You do not necessarily need a test unless you are a vulnerable individual or recommended 

to take one by HCP. 
▪ A negative test does not mean you will not develop an infection and you should monitor 

yourself for symptoms and strictly adhere to CDC mitigation protocols.

If you do NOT have COVID-19 symptoms and have NOT been in close contact 
with someone known to have a COVID-19 infection:
▪ You do not need a test. 
▪ If you decide to be tested, you should self-isolate at home until your test results are known. 

A negative test does not mean you will not contract an infection at a later time.
CLICK HERE

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html


CDC: Considerations for COVID-19 Diagnostic 
(Molecular or Antigen) Testing

If you are in a high COVID-19 transmission area and have attended a public or 
private gathering of more than 10 people (without widespread mask wearing or 
physical distancing):
▪ You do not necessarily need a test unless you are a vulnerable individual or your HCP 

or public health officials recommend you take one.
If you work in a nursing home or a long-term care facility, live in or receive care in a 
nursing home or a long-term care facility:
▪ You will need to be tested, unless you have already been tested as part of your 

facility’s operational plans.
If you are a critical infrastructure worker, health care worker, or first responder:
▪ You may need to get a test, according to your employer’s guidelines.



CDC Data Shows Significance of Underlying 
Health Concerns in COVID-19 Deaths

▪ CDC reported 6% of those who died while having COVID-19, the virus was the only cause 
mentioned as a cause of death & on average, there were 2.6 additional conditions or 
causes per (COVID-19) death. 

▪ The top comorbidities, or underlying medical conditions in a COVID-19 death include:
▪ Influenza and pneumonia
▪ Respiratory failure
▪ Hypertensive disease
▪ Diabetes
▪ Vascular and unspecified dementia
▪ Cardiac arrest
▪ Heart failure
▪ Renal failure
▪ Intentional and unintentional injury, poisoning and other adverse events



MCPH: Estimating COVID Associated Deaths

Determining the cause of death is different than Public Health surveillance 
of deaths associated with a condition
▪ All people with COVID-19 (or related, such as SARS-CoV-2) codes on their 

death certificates
▪ All people who die within 60 days of testing positive for COVID-19 by PCR 

test
▪ Excluding those with a cause of death listed that falls into the “Injury or 

Poisoning” group of codes (i.e., motor vehicle accidents, gunshot wounds, 
other trauma).



HHS Reopens Provider Relief Fund Portal For 
Medicare Providers

▪ The HHS Provider Relief Fund portal has been reopened. Medicare 
providers who missed the opportunity to apply for additional funding from 
the Medicare general distribution can complete an application to be 
considered for the balance of their additional funding up to 2% of their 
annual patient revenues. 

▪ Deadline to apply is Aug. 28. Visit the HHS Provider Relief 
Fund website for additional details and links to the application portal.

Extended to 9/13/20

https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/for-providers/index.html


Questions | COVID-19



Immunization Update

Kelly Fine | CEO- Arizona Pharmacy Association 

Jennifer Davis | Medical Science Liaison-Sanofi US

Andrew DeMotto-Lieutenant Commander/Deputy Director of Pharmacy Operations-Salt River IHS



HHS Order



Summary of Current AZ Immunization Law



Governors Press Conference 

AHCCCS Actions: 
▪ Issuing an administrative action to enable certified pharmacists to administer the flu 

vaccine to children currently enrolled in AHCCCS.
▪ Increasing payments to providers for vaccine administration.
▪ Offering $10 gift cards to members who get their flu vaccine. 
Arizona Department of Health Services Actions:
▪ Significantly increasing the amount of influenza vaccines available to uninsured & 

underinsured
▪ Launching a public education campaign - "Roll Up Your Sleeve;”
▪ Partnering with health care providers and pharmacies
▪ Conducting outreach to businesses, creating a “business toolkit."
▪ Expanding the flu vaccine at COVID-19 testing sites
▪ Creating an online “Vaccine Finder”



AHCCCS Flu Plan

▪ Pharmacies will NOT have to enroll in VFC to administer Flu 
Vaccine to AHCCCS members.

▪ You will bill the MCO’s as you currently do for adult vaccines 
once the updates have been made. 

▪ NOTE: AzPA will be working with interested pharmacies to 
enroll in VFC for non-flu vaccines. If interested, please contact 
Kelly.



COVID Vaccine Updates

▪ You will NOT need to be enrolled in VFC to provide COVID 
vaccine in Arizona. 

▪ There will be a separate enrollment required for all providers 
including pharmacies through ADHS. 

▪ Considerations:
▪ ASIIS access
▪ NPI number
▪ Training 

https://azpharmacy.org/immunization-certificate-program/


VaccineFinder and MedFinder

▪ VaccineFinder: Participating pharmacies can update supply estimates for 
routine adult and child vaccines, and any travel vaccines that they carry. 

▪ MedFinder: Participating pharmacies can update their antiviral drug supply.
▪ Pharmacy entities with multiple practice sites are able to combine data for 

all their sites into one CSV file and upload onto the Locating Health provider 
portal. 

▪ Questions: locatinghealth@healthmap.org
▪ Training: September 16, 2020 | 2:00PM – 3:00PM ET

▪ Register in advance: CLICK HERE

mailto:locatinghealth@healthmap.org
https://bostonchildrens.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nJ8HciBgQqSStVIu16G8fA


Flu Vaccine Preparations



Determining the # of Doses of Influenza Vaccine 
to Give to Children Age 6 mo.- 8 Yrs.

https://immunize.org/catg.d/p3093.pdf

https://immunize.org/catg.d/p3093.pdf


CLICK HERE

CLICK HERE

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/rr/rr6908a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pandemic-guidance/index.html


IM Injection Summary

(a) First 28 days of life.

(b) If skin is stretched tightly and 
subcutaneous tissues are not 
bunched.

(c) Preferred site.

(d) Some experts recommend a 5/8-
inch needle for men and women who 
weigh <60 kg, if used, skin must be 
stretched tightly (do not bunch 
subcutaneous tissue).

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/ac
ip-recs/general-
recs/administration.html#ref17

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/administration.html#ref17


IM Injection Sites

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/administration.html#fig_1

▪ Long enough to reach deep into the muscle

▪ Insert at 90-degree angle

▪ Separate multiple by 1 inch

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/administration.html#fig_1


SQ Injection Summary/Sites

Patient Age Injection Site 

(Preferred)

Injection Site 

(Alternate)

Needle Length

Birth to 12 months Anterolateral thigh 

muscle

Triceps 5/8”

12 months and older Triceps 5/8”

▪ Pinch up fatty tissue
▪ Insert at 45-degree angle
▪ Separate multiple by 1 inch

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-

recs/administration.html#fig_1

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/administration.html#fig_1


Holding Techniques for Children

California Department of 
Public Health –

Immunization Branch

Other Tips:
• Check ASIIS/CDC Schedule and immunization 

records.
• Use distractions throughout encounter. (Ask about 

favorite toy/book/movie, activities planned for the 
day).

• Consider having child use ice cube to rub on 
injection site prior to vaccination. (Takes away 
majority of pain AND acts as distraction for child).

• Use calming language and tone.
• Encourage parent to cuddle/soothe child with 

praises.



General Announcements



APPLY AT:

https://azpharmacy.org/mcp/

https://azpharmacy.org/mcp/


▪ Starting July 1, 2020, per changes directed by the Arizona Department of Health 
Services, ALL eligible clients enrolled with ASHLine will be referred to their 
community pharmacy for a 2-week NRT starter kit from their preferred pharmacy. 
Please read this information carefully to avoid workflow disruptions and delays in 
getting the NRT to ASHLine clients who are ready to quit. 

https://azpharmacy.org/ashline-nrt-fulfillment-program/


September 

24th

Virtual PGY1 Residency Showcase
October 13-15, 2020

https://azpharmacy.org/events/annual-convention-2020/
https://azpharmacy.org/cardio-cert-prog/
https://azpharmacy.org/pmcp/


Questions | Immunizations


