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Board of Pharmacy Update

Kam Gandhi
Executive Director | AZ Board of Pharmacy

Due to the Health Emergency, the Board will no longer take walk-ins. Board staff will still be available 

via phone, email and by appointment. For office directory click https://pharmacy.az.gov/node/5226.

Thank you for your understanding.

https://pharmacy.az.gov/node/5226.%C2%A0


State and National Updates

Kelly Fine

Executive Director | Arizona Pharmacy Association 



Worldwide Cases



National Cases



US Cases by County

Maricopa 

County is not 

in top 20 

counties. 



Rate per 100,000



Federal guidelines advise that states wait until they 
experience a downward trajectory of documented 
cases within a 14-day period before proceeding to a 
phased opening. In the state-specific view of the 
graph, this two-week period is highlighted in orange 
if cases are trending upward, or green if they are 
trending down.

Daily Confirmed New Cases



Demographics

Date Age # Cases %

6/17/20 20-44y

65+y

17,891

5,779

46%

15%

6/24/20 20-44y

65+y

27,943

7,561

48%

13%

7/1/20 20-44y

65+y

39,029

9,570

49%

12%

7/8/20 20-44y

65+y

52,576

12,072

50%

11%



Date Age # 
Deaths

%

6/17/20 20-44y
65+y

62
920

5%
75%

6/24/20 20-44y
65+y

72
1,044

5%
75%

7/1/20 20-44y
65+y

91
1,209

6%
74%

7/8/20 20-44y
55-64y

65+y

110
269

1,411

6%
14%
73%



Laboratory 
Testing

Date Total %
Positive

PCR %
Positive

Sero %
Positive 

6/17/20 7.1% 8.7% 3.1%

6/24/20 8.6% 10.5% 3.0%

7/1/20 9.9% 12% 3.2%

7/8/20 11.3% 13.6 3.4%

Week of June 28th: 22%



Hospitalizations

Date Total # COVID 
Cases In 
Hospital

% 
Cases

6/17/20 3,808 10%

6/24/20 4,250 7%

7/1/20 4,736 6%

7/8/20 5,272 5%



Inpatient Bed Usage Due to COVID-19

*Does not include 2600 surge beds

Date Total (in use %) # COVID

6/15/20 6,231 (81%) 1,506

6/22/20 6,469 (83%) 2,136

6/29/20 6,488 (85%) 2,793

7/6/20 6,472 (82%) 3,356



ICU Beds in Use Due to COVID-19 

*Does not include the 600 
surge beds

Date Total ICU 
(in use%)

# COVID 

6/15/20 1,307 (80%) 502

6/22/20 1,412 (84%) 614

6/29/20 1,435 (86%) 683

7/6/20 1,481 (90%) 869



Ventilator Usage Due to COVID-19

Date Total Ventilators 
(in use%)

COVID 
Vents.

6/15/20 707 (38%) 340

6/22/20 716 (41%) 386

6/29/20 773 (45%) 455

7/6/20 895 (51%) 544
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ADHS Activates Crisis Standards of Care

Crisis Standards helps by increasing flexibility to facilitate more staffing 

which is the main need at this time

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/emergency-preparedness/response-plans/azcsc-plan.pdf


Standing Order Extended

Only cover PCR tests at this time. 

Not requirement to use this.

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/covid-19-standing-order-062620.pdf




Remdesivir Updates



Diagnostic Tests with EUA’s Approved for POC 

DIAGNOSTIC TEST 
(MANUFACTURER) 

DIAGNOSTIC 
METHOD 

TIME FOR 
RESULTS

PATIENT CARE SETTING 
INSTRUMENT REQUIRED 

SPECIMEN COLLECTED VIA 

Nasopharyngeal Nasal Throat 

ID NOW COVID-19 (Abbott) Molecular 15 minutes ID NOW Instrument Swab Swab Swab 

Accula SARS- Cov-2 Test 
(Mesa Biotech Inc.) 

Molecular 30 minutes Accula Dock or Silaris Dock — Swab Swab 

Xpert Xpress SARS-CoV-2 test 
(Cepheid) 

Molecular 45 minutes
GeneXpert Dx and GeneXpert 
Infinity Systems 

Swab Swab Swab

Sofia-2 SARS Antigen (Quidel) Antigen 15 minutes Sophia 2 Dock Swab Swab —

Cue COVID-19 Test (Cue Health) Molecular 25 minutes Cue Health Monitoring System
—

Swab
—

BD Veritor System (BD Dickinson) Antigen 15 minutes
The BD VeritorTM System for 
Rapid Detection of SARS-CoV-2

—
Swab

—



STANDALONE* HOME TEST KITS

EUA 
ISSUED

ENTITY TYPE OF TEST RESOURCES

6/30/20 Kroger Health COVID-19 Test 
Home Collection Kit

Intended for use by individuals to self-collect nasal swab specimens at home, video-
observed by a healthcare provider, when determined by a healthcare provider to be 
appropriate based on results of a COVID-19 questionnaire

IFU
EUA Summary

5/15/20 Everlywell COVID-19 Test Home 
Collection Kit

Intended for use by individuals to self-collect nasal swab specimens at home, when 
determined by a healthcare provider to be appropriate based on results of a COVID-19 
questionnaire.

IFU
EUA Summary

*Testing is limited to the laboratories designated by entity that are certified under the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988 (CLIA), 42 U.S.C. §263a, to perform high 
complexity tests.

TESTING LIMITED TO AUTHORIZED LAB ONLY

• KPMAS COVID-19 Test
• Gravity Diagnostics COVID-19 Assay
• LabCorp COVID-19 RT-PCR Test
• Quest SARS-CoV-2 rRT-PCR
• Rutgers Clinical Genomics Laboratory TaqPath SARS-CoV-2-Assay (Saliva Test)
• Fulgent COVID-19 by RT-PCR Test
• P23 Labs TaqPath SARS-CoV-2 Assay
• LetsGetChecked Coronavirus (COVID-19) Test
• Phosphorus COVID-19 RT-qPCR Test

https://www.fda.gov/media/139682/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/139683/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138145/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138146/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/139066/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138532/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136148/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136228/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/137773/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138147/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138295/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138405/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/138652/download


Hydroxychloroquine 

▪ A new study reported in the International Journal of Infectious Diseases 
suggests early treatment with hydroxychloroquine may be beneficial for 
hospitalized people infected with SARS-CoV-2. 

▪ Researchers at the Henry Ford Health System said its study of 2,541 
hospitalized patients found that those given hydroxychloroquine were much 
less likely to die.
▪ In the study, 26% of those not given hydroxychloroquine died, compared to 13% 

of those who got the drug. 

https://www.ijidonline.com/article/S1201-9712(20)30534-8/fulltext


Pharmacy Coalition Urges Federal Government To 
Authorize Pharmacist-provided Covid-19 Vaccines

▪ Specifically, we ask HHS to declare under 
the PREP Act that licensed pharmacists are 
authorized to order and administer all 
COVID-19 vaccines that the Food and Drug 
Administration (“FDA”) authorize or 
approve to prevent the COVID-19 virus. 

▪ To avoid confusion and assure rapid patient 
access to COVID-19 vaccines, we ask HHS to 
specify that the requested PREP Act 
declaration preempts state and local 
requirements that prohibit or effectively 
prohibit pharmacists from ordering and 
administering FDA-authorized or approved 
COVID-19 vaccines to meet the needs of 
their communities.



Coronavirus Researchers Start To Enroll Subjects For 
Vaccine Tests

▪ Trials for COVID-10 vaccines need to enroll enough healthy patients in different parts of 
the United States and abroad with sufficient numbers exposed to the virus to allow 
researchers to measure their effectiveness. 

▪ Several of the Phase III trials are expected to begin in coming weeks, including three 
30,000-person trials that are federally funded: 
▪ Moderna's vaccine beginning in (July)
▪ University of Oxford and AstraZeneca (August)
▪ Johnson & Johnson (September)

▪ Pfizer and BioNTech SE also intend to commence their own 30,000-person trial of their 
vaccine in July. 

CLICK HERE

https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-researchers-compete-to-enroll-subjects-for-vaccine-tests-11593968711


Questions?


