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BOARD OF PHARMACY UPDATE

▪FAQ’S

▪Submit ?’s

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rH8jDxAYgAqiv3wiJcP91sUr_FX2YRRC/view
https://pharmacy.az.gov/covid-19-questions


Legislative Update

Jessie Armendt

AzPA Contract Lobbyist



Executive Order | 2020-36 (effective 5-16-20) 

▪ EO 2020-18, 2020-24, and 2020-33 are expired and rescinded

▪ No county, city or town may make or issue any order, rule or regulation that conflicts 
with or is in addition to this policy.

▪ Business Requirements : 

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/executive_order_2020-36_return_stronger.pdf


Governor Ducey Announces Next Phase Of 
Arizona Recovery 

Arizona’s comprehensive efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19 and protect public 
health, include: 
▪ Ramping up testing availability and frequency;
▪ Implementing tracking of key health metrics such as reported symptomatic cases and 

emergency room usage; 
▪ Standing up surge hospital capacity to be used as needed; 
▪ Expanding statewide contact tracing; 
▪ Bolstering supply chains for PPE equipment for frontline medical workers and 

emergency responders; 
▪ Implementing enhanced safety protocols to protect those living and working in high-

risk facilities such as nursing homes; 
▪ Providing public health guidance for businesses and individuals to ensure continued 

physical distancing.



Governor Ducey Announces Next Phase Of 
Arizona Recovery 

The Arizona Department of Health Services also released additional guidance for 
businesses and customers as more industries resume partial operations. This guidance 
includes reopening of the following on May 13th with physical distancing and 
enhanced sanitation :
▪ Pools: (GUIDANCE)
▪ Gyms & Fitness Providers: (GUIDANCE)
▪ Spas: (GUIDANCE)
While never formally closed, many Places of Worship opted to temporarily change or 
suspend services in order to follow physical distancing guidelines. As they resume 
operations, the Arizona Department of Health Services released GUIDANCE for 
enhanced physical distancing and safety precautions.

https://azgovernor.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=92fdf4d2c03bdcc82721f4a7b&id=e9ee8ed6b0&e=86dbbd161f
https://azgovernor.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=92fdf4d2c03bdcc82721f4a7b&id=0de6fc514e&e=86dbbd161f
https://azgovernor.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=92fdf4d2c03bdcc82721f4a7b&id=1ef14cf4ad&e=86dbbd161f
https://azgovernor.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=92fdf4d2c03bdcc82721f4a7b&id=50007b8481&e=86dbbd161f


Az Legislature

▪ The Senate reconvened on May 8th and, after a lengthy floor discussion, 
approved a motion to adjourn the legislative session sine die by a 24-6 
vote.  

▪ Although the House had announced on Wednesday its intent to return to 
the Capitol Speaker Bowers reversed course after a 3-hour meeting of his 
caucus and issued a statement declaring that the House would not return 
on Friday.  

▪ The Senate currently stands at an indefinite recess and its motion will not 
take effect until the House agrees and approves the motion.

▪ Special Session?



State Budget

JLBC is reporting more frequently on the state’s revenue performance and 
economic conditions. 
▪ The preliminary revenue numbers are $268 million above what was projected in the 

April FAC meeting for the state’s four largest revenue categories; of that $104 million 
reflects higher-than-expected economic activity, while $164 million is associated with 
more than expected tax filers who are owed a refund waiting to file until July (so the 
expected revenue loss associated with refunds is just shifted to later months). 

▪ JLBC does not believe these preliminary numbers warrant a revision to the $1.1 billion 
shortfall projection.  JLBC also published some other key economic indicators that 
show the state’s initial claims for unemployment insurance to be up 1019.2% and 
AHCCCS enrollment to be up 4.3% from the period immediately before the shutdown.



Arizona’s Economic Indicators



State and National Updates
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Testing By State Comparison

CLICK HERE

https://www.kff.org/other/slide/where-each-state-stands-on-coronavirus-testing-this-week/


First Saliva Based Home Test Approved May 8th

▪ The FDA granted the first emergency use authorization (EUA) allowing 
for at-home saliva sample collection for a coronavirus disease. 

▪ The EUA allows Rutgers Clinical Genomics Laboratory to use its 
TaqPathSARS-CoV-2 Assay to test home collected saliva samples using 
the Spectrum Solutions saliva collection device.

▪ While the test is authorized for at-home sample collection, a 
prescription is required

CLICK HERE

https://www.raps.org/news-and-articles/news-articles/2020/5/fda-issues-eua-for-saliva-based-covid-19-test-prov


New Antigen Test Approved for POC Testing

▪ Sofia 2 SARS Antigen Fluorescent Immunoassay (FIA).

▪ Provides automated and objective results in 15 
minutes in POC settings allowing for testing of patients 
with suspected COVID-19.

▪ Healthcare professionals can purchase through their 
normal distribution channels. 

CLICK HERE 

https://app.meltwater.com/mwTransition/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconsumer.healthday.com%2Finfectious-disease-information-21%2Fcoronavirus-1008%2Ffda-approves-first-antigen-test-to-quickly-spot-coronavirus-infection-757554.html&uId=5e739194a647fcbfc1765ce7&cId=56311b275b5372d8d76e112e&dId=lbBugIowNyfNXH7YsIiFdC4WhEU&contextId=5eb968860cdd83a45ae01bcf&op=open&sentiment=N&isHosted=false&publishTime=1589202211912&id=&name=&type=&transitionToken=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiJ9.eyJob3N0bmFtZSI6ImNvbnN1bWVyLmhlYWx0aGRheS5jb20ifQ.q0diFF2xRHdRQHaMNPPvvN6Ta-jrxDpERo5zSCytC67SKfelOjjRWYk3uVoFpisoAlNWZBVI3eb6_feMPQMvNw&s=mail-newsletter


Pharmacies May Temporarily Enroll as 
Independent Clinical Diagnostic Laboratories

CMS issued new guidance that aims to help pharmacies and other suppliers 
that want to temporarily enroll in Medicare as independent clinical diagnostic 
laboratories during the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

Interested pharmacies and suppliers will have to apply for a (CLIA) certificate 
first in order to apply! 

CLICK HERE

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-news-alert-may-11-2020


AzPA COVID19 Testing Training Program

Register!Part 1 covers:

• Video 1 | Intro

• Video 2 | CLIA

• Video 3 | Types of Tests (updated 5-12-20)

• Video 4 | Patient Assessment

• Video 5 | Specimen Collection

• Video 6 | POC tests (updated 5-12-20)

• Video 7 | Biohazard Waste

• Video 8 | Reporting Results

• Video 9 | Other Considerations

Part 2 will cover Billing in more detail once we 

have all of the info!

https://www.lecturepanda.com/a/COVID19-Testing


Remdesivir Allocation

▪ HHS announced that state health departments will distribute the doses to 
appropriate hospitals in their states. 
▪ Candidates for the donated drug must be on ventilators or who require supplemental 

oxygen due to room-air blood oxygen levels at or below 94%. 

▪ Shipment #1 – went directly to the hospitals in the following states: Indiana (38 
cases), Massachusetts (117 cases), New Jersey (94 cases), New York (565 cases), 
Rhode Island (30 cases), Tennessee (7 cases), and Virginia (33 cases). 
▪ May 7th additional cases of remdesivir were initiated to be delivered to the following 

states: Connecticut (30 cases), Illinois (140 cases), Iowa (10 cases), Maryland (30 cases), 
Michigan (40 cases) and New Jersey (110 cases). 

▪ There are plans for cases to be delivered to all 50 states as well as territories, 
including the VA and IHS for distribution within those health systems. 

CLICK HERE

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/05/09/hhs-ships-first-doses-of-donated-remdesivir-for-hospitalized-patients-with-covid-19.html


Release from Isolation Guidance



CDC | Pandemic Linked To 'Notable Decrease' In 
Pediatric Vaccine

▪ There has been a “notable decrease” in pediatric vaccine orders across the U.S. since 
mid-March, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) wrote in a 
recent report that highlighted how the coronavirus pandemic has affected 
vaccination rates in children across the country.

▪ The CDC said that the drop might result in outbreaks for otherwise preventable 
viruses among children.

▪ It will be important to communicate your protocols for keeping patients safe as you 
resume immunization services.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6919e2.htm


COVID-19 Vaccine

▪ AzPA is working with ADHS to ensure pharmacies are a part of the 
pandemic planning process. 

▪ Vaccines will be allocated by CDC through each state health 
departments. 

▪ Vaccine will be prioritized until supply increase to essential workers and 
high risk patients. 

▪ AzPA will be offering more Immunization Certificate Program offerings 
this summer and early fall to ensure we get everyone trained who wants 
to be! 



CDC | Framework for Healthcare 

Systems Providing Non-COVID-19 

Clinical Care During the Pandemic

• At the onset of the COVID-19 

pandemic, CDC recommended that 

healthcare systems prioritize urgent 

visits and delay elective care to 

mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in 

healthcare settings. 

• A consequence of the pandemic 

has been the under-utilization of 

important medical services for 

patients with non-COVID-19-related 

urgent and emergent health needs

.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/framework-non-COVID-care.html


CLICK HERE

https://www.covid19lst.org/


CDC Resource

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/hcp/Clinician-On-Call-Center-508.pdf




Questions?

Note: we will continue to have weekly calls as long as there is new information to present.


