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Board of Pharmacy Update

Kam Gandhi
Executive Director | AZ Board of Pharmacy

Due to the Health Emergency, the Board will no longer take walk-ins. Board staff will still be available 

via phone, email and by appointment. For office directory click https://pharmacy.az.gov/node/5226.

Thank you for your understanding.

https://pharmacy.az.gov/node/5226.%C2%A0


State and National Updates

Kelly Fine

Executive Director | Arizona Pharmacy Association 





Worldwide Cases

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


National Cases

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/cumulative-cases


Arizona

Confirmed deaths: 3,304



US Cases by County

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/us-map
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/85320e2ea5424dfaaa75ae62e5c06e61


Daily confirmed new cases (3-day moving average)

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases-50-states/arizona


Federal guidelines advise that states wait until they 
experience a downward trajectory of documented 
cases within a 14-day period before proceeding to a 
phased opening. In the state-specific view of the 
graph, this two-week period is highlighted in orange 
if cases are trending upward, or green if they are 
trending down.

AZ: Daily Confirmed New Cases

Az is still on a downward trend

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/new-cases-50-states/arizona


https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Rate per 100,000
Same trends as in past few 

weeks. 

50% of cases are in the 

(20-44) year-old age group.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/county-map.html?state=AZ
https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Which U.S. States Meet WHO 
Recommended Testing Criteria?

The WHO advised governments that before 
reopening, rates of positivity in testing 

should remain at 5% or lower for at least 
14 days.

AZ = 20.72%

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/testing-positivity
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/testing-positivity


Laboratory 
Testing

Date Total %
Positiv

e

PCR %
Positive

Sero %
Positive 

6/17/20 7.1% 8.7% 3.1%

6/24/20 8.6% 10.5% 3.0%

7/1/20 9.9% 12% 3.2%

7/8/20 11.3% 13.6 3.4%

7/15/20 11.9% 14.2% 3.7%

7/22/20 12.4% 14.6% 4.4%

7/29/20 12.7% 14.6% 4.9%

PCR Positivity %

6/28/20 = 21%

7/5/20 = 19%

7/12/20 = 15%

7/19/20 = 12%

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/tracker/overview/west


EO 2020-48 –Issued July 9th

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/index.php#novel-coronavirus-hospitalreporting-resource


Hospitalizations

Date Total # COVID 
Cases In Hospital

% 
Cases

6/17/20 3,808 10%

6/24/20 4,250 7%

7/1/20 4,736 6%

7/8/20 5,272 5%

7/15/20 5,942 5%

7/22/20 6,894 5%

7/29/20 9,394 6%





Inpatient Bed Usage Due to COVID-19

Date Total 
(in use %)

# 
COVID

6/15/20 6,231 (81%) 1,506

6/22/20 6,469 (83%) 2,136

6/29/20 6,488 (85%) 2,793

7/6/20 6,472 (82%) 3,356

7/13/20 6,721 (85%) 3,517

7/20/20 6,636 (83% 3041

7/27/20 6,386 (81%) 2564

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Date Total ICU 
(in use%)

# 
COVID 

6/15/20 1,307 (80%) 502

6/22/20 1,412 (84%) 614

6/29/20 1,435 (86%) 683

7/6/20 1,481 (90%) 869

7/13/20 1,498 (88%) 970

7/20/20 1,448 (85%) 865

7/27/20 1,433 (84%) 814

ICU Beds in Use Due to COVID-19 

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Ventilator Usage Due to COVID-19

Date Total 
Ventilators

(in use%)

# 
COVID 

6/15/20 707 (38%) 340

6/22/20 716 (41%) 386

6/29/20 773 (45%) 455

7/6/20 895 (51%) 544

7/15/200 996 (52%) 674

7/20/20 952 (49%) 608

7/27/20 920 (47%) 574

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Deaths

Same trends as in past few 

weeks. ~75% of deaths are in 

the 65+ year old age group.

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php


Effective 
Reproduction #: Rt

Goal: <1.0

https://rt.live/us
https://rt.live/us/AZ


Discontinuation of Isolation for Persons with COVID-19 
Interim Guidance

Guidance was updated on 7/20/20

Patient Group Isolation period = days 

from symptom onset

Symptoms passed = 

resolution of fever & other 

symptoms improved

People with symptoms who are COVID 

positive with mild-moderate illness

10 days AND At least 24 hours 

People with symptoms who are COVID 

positive with severe-critical illness OR 

severely immunocompromised

20 days AND At least 24 hours

People without symptoms who are 

COVID positive 

10 days from test collection date of their 1st positive PCR test

People without symptoms who are 

COVID positive AND who are severely 

immunocompromised 

20 days from test collection date of their 1st positive PCR test

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html


https://www.maricopa.gov/DocumentCenter/View/58863/Home-Isolation-Guidelines?bidId=


https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/local-health-resources/release-from-isolation-flow-chart.pdf


July 23rd: Extends closure of bars, 
gyms, theaters and waterparks past 
July 27th until further notice.

▪ Draft Guidance for gyms

▪ Gym Attestation Form

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/requirements-gyms-fitness-providers-7-22-2020.pdf
https://medsisprod.azdhs.gov/EO2020-43AttestationFormSubmission?Category=Gyms&_=MjAyMDA3MjgxNzAz&__=0.7164068715833665
file:///D:/Downloads/eo_2020-52_continuation_of_eo_2020-43_0.pdf


▪ There must be 180 days of instruction hours with the option for in person and distance 
learning. 

▪ Schools must provide free onsite learning and support services while implementing 
health and safety protocols. 

▪ ADHS will develop public health benchmarks by August 7th to assist local leaders in 
making determinations for the return to in-person learning. 

▪ $370 million from CARES funding will go to K-12 education. 
▪ $70 million dollars will go towards other efforts for closing the achievement gaps seen 

in schools by the way of expanding broadband, supporting high-need schools, and 
various organizations supporting teachers and students. 

Open For Learning Plan

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/executive_order_2020-51.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/open_for_learning.pdf


FDA-CDER | COVID-19 Critical Care Drug Monitoring 

▪ The generics drug supply for heparin sodium has been expanded (The Orange Book) 
and heparin sodium has also been added to FDA List of Extended Use Dates. 

▪ In addition, dexamethasone sodium phosphate has been added to FDA Temporary 
Policy for Compounding. Your submissions are vital in prioritizing our work to your 
pressing needs.

Note: AzPA has appointed individuals across AZ to fill out a weekly survey to give
feedback to the FDA on drug supply in Arizona Health Systems.

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/scripts/cder/ob/index.cfm
https://www.fda.gov/drugs/drug-shortages/search-list-extended-use-dates-assist-drug-shortages
https://www.fda.gov/media/138279/download


https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6930e1.htm?s_cid=mm6930e1_w


CDC Issues Mass Vaccination 
Clinic Guidance

CDC has issued revised Guidance for Planning Vaccination Clinics Held at Satellite, Temporary, 
or Off-Site Locations. 

The guidance is broken down into four categories:
▪ Planning activities
▪ Pre-clinic activities
▪ During the clinic activities
▪ Post-clinic activities

The guidance also provides information on additional considerations that are required during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, including physical distancing, personal protective equipment (PPE), 
and enhanced sanitation efforts. 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/mass-clinic-activities/index.html?deliveryName=USCDC_1377-DM33808
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h252ffd0b,11e4dcb0,11e4f356
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h252ffd0b,11e4dcb0,11e4f357
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h252ffd0b,11e4dcb0,11e4f358
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h252ffd0b,11e4dcb0,11e4f359


U.S. Panel Charged to Plan Fair Distribution of 
Eventual COVID-19 Vaccine

▪ CDC and NIH officials have tasked a group of independent scientists and ethicists with 
forming guidelines to determine who should receive the first doses of a COVID-19 vaccine, 
once one becomes available. 

▪ Members will need to consider the requirements of people who are at highest risk of COVID-
19 complications, as well as health care workers, the military, individuals who work in 
essential industries, and places in the country where the virus is most active.

▪ The initial draft of the guidelines is due to be completed by the end of August and be open 
for public comment. 

▪ CDC Director Robert Redfield, MD, instructed the panel to "make every effort to ensure not 
only that any vaccine is allocated in an equitable fashion, but also that the public actually 
sees that it's equitable, fair and transparent." (Read More)

https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/07/24/us/24reuters-health-coronavirus-vaccine-access.html


First Phase 3 Trial Of A Coronavirus Vaccine 
Candidate Begins

▪ Moderna Inc and Pfizer Inc launched two 30,000-subject trials of COVID-19 vaccines 
that could clear the way for regulatory approval and widespread use by the end of 
this year.

▪ More than 150 coronavirus vaccine candidates are in various stages of 
development, with some two dozen prospects already conducting human testing.

Read More

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-moderna/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-could-be-ready-for-use-by-end-of-year-u-s-says-idUSKCN24S18Z


Questions?


