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Board of Pharmacy Update

Kam Gandhi
Executive Director | AZ Board of Pharmacy

Due to the Health Emergency, the Board will no longer take walk-ins. Board staff will still be available 

via phone, email and by appointment. For office directory click https://pharmacy.az.gov/node/5226.

Thank you for your understanding.

https://pharmacy.az.gov/node/5226.%C2%A0


State and National Updates

Kelly Fine

Executive Director | Arizona Pharmacy Association 



Worldwide Cases

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html


National Cases

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html


US Cases by County



Rate per 100,000

2 day total



Cases By Day

1. Emergency Declared: 3-11-20
2. Stay at Home Order Issued: 3-31-20
3. Testing Blitz Announced: 4-27-20
4. Stay at Home Order Expires: 5-16-20
5. Mask Mandates: Week of June 17th

6. Pausing the Spread EO: 6-29-20
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Illnesses in last 4-7 days may not be reported



Weekly COVID Cases By Age

Hospitalizations

Cases by Age Group



Date Age # 
Deaths

%

6/17/20 20-44y
65+y

62
920

5%
75%

6/24/20 20-44y
65+y

72
1,044

5%
75%

7/1/20 20-44y
65+y

91
1,209

6%
74%



Laboratory 
Testing

Date Total %
Positive

PCR %
Positive

Sero %
Positive 

6/17/20 7.1% 8.7% 3.1%

6/24/20 8.6% 10.5% 3.0%

7/1/20 9.9% 12% 3.2%

https://www.azdhs.gov/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/covid-19/dashboards/index.php
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/tracker/overview


Hospitalizations

Date Total # COVID 
Cases In Hospital

% 
Cases

6/17/20 3,808 10%

6/24/20 4,250 7%

7/1/20 4,736 6%



Inpatient Bed Usage Due to COVID-19

Date Total (in use %) COVID 
Inpatient

6/15/20 6,231 (81%) 1,506

6/22/20 6,469 (83%) 2,136

6/29/20 6,488 (85%) 2,793

*Does not include 2600 surge beds



ICU Beds in Use Due to COVID-19 

*Does not include the 600 surge beds

Date Total ICU (in use%) COVID 
ICU

6/15/20 1,307 (80%) 502

6/22/20 1,412 (84%) 614

6/29/20 1,435 (86%) 683



Ventilator Usage Due to COVID-19

Date Total Ventilators 
(in use%)

COVID 
Vents.

6/15/20 707 (38%) 340

6/22/20 716 (41%) 386

6/29/20 773 (45%) 455



https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america/arizona
https://covid19.healthdata.org/united-states-of-america/arizona
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Good Samaritan Executive Order 
Extended

EO 2020-42

▪ Governor Ducey extended the Good Samaritan Executive Order 
2020-27 that was set to expire on June 30th. 

▪ The EO provides civil liability protections to health care institutions, 
treatment facilities, emergency medical care technicians, and health 
care professionals and volunteers who are registered and recruited 
through the Arizona Emergency System for the Advance 
Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals through the end of 
the calendar year.

file:///D:/Downloads/eo_2020-42_1.pdf


ADHS Activates Crisis Standards 
of Care

Recent Approved Actions: 
• 3/24/20: Contingency PPE Guidance; Liability Guidance; Contingency Testing Prioritization Guidance; Signed Decision Form

• 4/1/20: Crisis Standards of Care Staffing Guidance for Short-Term Acute Care Facilities; COVID-19 Pre-Hospital Triage 

Guidance; COVID-19 Guidance for Expansion of Healthcare Facility Staff

• 6/12/20: Remdesivir Allocation Guidance & Allocation of Scare Resources in Acute Care Facilities

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/emergency-preparedness/response-plans/azcsc-plan.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/sdmac-ppe-contingency-guidance.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/liability-guidance.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/sdmac-contingency-testing-guidance.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/3-24-2020-sdmac-signed-decision-form.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/sdmac-guidance-crisis-standards-care-healthcare-facilities.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/sdmac-guidance-pre-hospital-triage.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/sdmac-guidance-staffing.pdf
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/remdesivir-allocation-guidance.pdf
https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/covid-19-addendum.pdf


Crisis Indicators & Tactics for the State 



Staffing Support & Supply 
Shortages

CLICK HERE

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/emergency-preparedness/response-plans/azcsc-plan.pdf


EO 2020-43: Pausing of Arizona’s 
Reopening

file:///D:/Downloads/eo_2020-43.pdf


EO 2020-44: Protecting Public 
Health For Students and Teachers

file:///D:/Downloads/eo_2020-44.pdf




AZ-ESAR-VHP: Emergency System for the Advanced 
Registration of Volunteer Health Professionals 
The mission of the ESAR-VHP program is to establish a 
national interoperable network of state based volunteer 
registration systems for managing volunteers at all tiers 
of response. Each system verifies the identity, 
credentials, certifications, licenses, and hospital 
privileges of health professionals who volunteer to 
provide health services during a public health 
emergency.
▪ Medical and non-medical volunteers
▪ Majority already live and work in AZ
▪ It is NOT an automatic fill for staff -it as a clearing 

house for potential health workers 

You need to be prepared to: 
• Give a description of the situation
• Determine if they will be paid or 

unpaid
• Details about the number of staff 

and job descriptions for each 
• Time frame needed 
• Plan for food, housing and other 

support
• Be able to integrate them into 

your system

https://esar-vhp.health.azdhs.gov/


CDC Expands List of Those at Risk for Coronavirus 

▪ Among adults, the risk for severe illness from COVID-19 increases with age, with 
older adults at highest risk.

▪ In general, your risk of getting severely ill from COVID-19 increases as you get 
older. In fact, 8 out of 10 COVID-19-related deaths reported in the United States 
have been among adults aged 65 years and older.

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0625-update-expands-covid-19.html


CDC Expands List of Those at Risk for Coronavirus 

People of any age with certain underlying medical conditions are at 
increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19:

• Chronic kidney disease
• COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease)
• Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from solid organ 

transplant
• Obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 30 or higher)
• Serious heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, or 

cardiomyopathies
• Sickle cell disease
• Type 2 diabetes mellitus

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0625-update-expands-covid-19.html


DEA Warns Against Use of Certain Antibody Tests

▪ DEA recommends that clinical laboratories and health care providers stop using 
COVID-19 antibody tests that are listed on FDA's "removed" test list. 

▪ There are 53 tests listed so far!

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/emergency-situations-medical-devices/faqs-testing-sars-cov-2#nolonger-ivd


Remdesivir Updates

183,560 vials will be shipped out to states this week. 
▪ This is the last of the donated product -- ASPR has not held any vials in reserve.
▪ These are in lyophilized form and can be stored at room temperature and used in 

pediatric patients.
▪ Distribution from state health departments to hospitals may be delayed; some states may 

distribute this allocation immediately or distribution may extend further into July.

ASPR is working with Gilead and AmerisourceBergen to develop a plan for the 
2,000,000 doses anticipated by the end of the year. 

▪ No news yet on whether these doses will be donated or sold commercially. 
▪ ASPR will remain involved in the allocation process.

Continue using the SDMAC Remdesivir Allocations Guidelines. 

Gilead plans to start trials of an inhaled version by August.

https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/sdmac/remdesivir-allocation-guidance.pdf


Dexamethasone

▪ Demand For Dexamethasone Reportedly Raises Concerns About 
Future Shortages

▪ US Hospitals Hard Hit By Pandemic Ramping Up Use Of 
Dexamethasone

▪ Aspen CEO Says Company Could Provide 10M Dexamethasone 
Doses Within One Month

▪ More Data Support Theory That Antivirals Most Effective In Early 
COVID-19, Immunosuppressants In Later-Stage Disease

https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2020062701amcpdif&r=6080745-e7f4&l=001-51e&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2020062701amcpdif&r=6080745-e7f4&l=002-15e&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2020062701amcpdif&r=6080745-e7f4&l=00c-3f7&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2020062701amcpdif&r=6080745-e7f4&l=003-e9f&t=c


Questions?


